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LNER ClassD17 4-4-0

Manufacturedy: Four TrackModels(1992)22 GrangeRoad HARROW, HA1
2PP.Tel: 02088637338 E-mail: info@fourtrack.co.uk

http //fourtrack Co. uk/acatalog/

Thoughthls kit is now underthe FourTrackIabeI the onemy cllent gavemeto
build appeargo beanoriginal from StepherBarnfield. It is thereforequite
possiblethattherehavebeenimprovementgo it in themeantime.Thereare
manysheetof etchin brassandonein nickel silver, for the chassis. Therewere
severalduplicatesetsof instructionghatlist all the partsandtheir numbersout
no sheetsdentifying which partsarewhich on the etches.Johnat Four Track
verykindly sentmeanewset. It isimportantto be ableto matchup theparts
numberdo the shapesincetherearea goodmanypartsthatarenot requiredat
aII anda numberof partsfor alternativeversions.

| startedwith the

locomotivechassisas

~ usual. Herearetheparts

. cleanedup readyto becut
~ fromtheetch.

hn .- : [ Thereis provisionfor
I compensatioty installing

abeamlinking thefront

oy I l . .
=l ”ﬂ:f;@ driverandbogie.
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However therearepreciousfew instructionson howto go aboutit. Not to
worry though,| makeit up asl go alonganyway!

Theconnectingod laminationsweresolderedup first. Theinstructionssuggest
theycouldbeusedasa singlelaminatebut theywould beveryflimsy I think.
Having got bothsetsof rodscleanedup andexactlythe sametheremaining
partshadtheir cuspdiled flat readyfor assembly.

Theinstructions
suggestappingthe
_* holesin thebogie
centralsupportand
: - thebogiesides,
e . . screwingthemup,
. - ~_ solderingthen
H " cutting off the
' ) excess.Theholes
: arefar too big for
thisanyway,
apparentlybeing
blown up from 4mmoriginalssoanyboltswould haveto be 6BA. | linedthem
up with somebrassrod andsolderedhe partstogethemwhile thebogieframes
weremountedn thechassigig. Withoutachassigig onewould haveto use
steelaxlerod andgraphpaperto ensureheywerelined up correctly.

M

Hereis the chassidargely completeandawaitingthe wheelsbeforetestingand
settingthebeamto
its final shape.The
tabsandslotscan
only beusedaguide
sincetheslotsare
etchedfar too large.
However,with the
chassigig, fitting the partsaccuratelywasnot a problem. Therodswereusedto
setthedummyaxlesandthe partsassembledtndsolderedn situ. No further
work onthechassis
couldbedoneuntil
thewheelsarrived

Thekit provides
two etchedengths
of nickel silverto
actasthevalance.
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Theyare,atbest,0.5mmthick buttheslotfor themto befitted into is atleast
1mm. | did try butgaveit up andusedsomelx2mmsquarebrassrod. (The
sameappliedto the Tenderfootplatetoo.) Theygavemuchneededstiffeningto
thefootplate. Thedummysplashesidesareafold up asis thereardragbeam
butthefront beam
is alaminate. |
strengthenethis
too by addingsome
angleasyou cansee
from this picture.

Later| hadto takeit apartagainwhenmy customeipointedoutit shouldhave
thelaterwoodenbaulkbetweersteelplates. | alsomeasuredip for the
rivets/boltheadghatappeain picturesof thetime andembossedthemfrom the
backof thefront laminate. For theplank,| usedsomesinglesidedcircuit board.
Thefront laminatewassolderedo the copperandtherearlaminatesolderedo
thefootplate. Thenthebuffer beamwasAralditedto therearlaminate.
Thetabandslotsfor thebodypartsareamuch
betterandfit reasonablyvell in mostparts.
Theinnercabsidesareparticularlyneatasis
illustratedin this picture. Theyarehalf etched
tabsthatsimply passoneovertheother.
Bendingup the splashetopsthatflow out
from the cabfrontis noteasybut manageable.
Annealingis essential. Thedummyframes
solderedo thefootplateareallittle tricky and
benefitedfrom somemoreanglewherethe
smoke boxsaddlewill hideit from view.

Theoutersidescanthenbe
~ fitted followed by the
- remaindeof thesplasher
tops. Theséfit overtabsin
thefootplateandhavehalf-
= etchedoverlapsto fit atthe
cabend. It is essentlathatthesepartsbe cutto thecorrectlengthbefore
attemptingto fit them Theyarefitted asalinked pair andthe crosspiecescut
outafterwards.Providedthesides
havebeenassembledorrectly,the
splashetopscomelevelwith the
topsof thesplashesides.

% Picturesndicatethereareacouple
of piperunsalongthefootplate.
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Oneis for thevacuumbrakesandtheotheris - | assume for the Westinghouse
brakessincethis is adualfitted engine. The pipeends from Immwire, were
fixed into hiddenholesdrilled for the purpose.The bracketsveremadefrom
unusedoiler bandbutdo alsohelphold the pipein placeby havingtheirlegs
solderedo theinsideof thevalance.

Furtherprogresasbeen
madewith chassiwith the
B brakesandsandpipesbeing
fitted. Thenextjob is to fit
thewheelsandmotorand
thenpackasmuchleadinto
it aspossibleto keepthe
centreof gravity low.

Brakesandsandingpipes
werequite straighforward
Assemblecandonthetest
bedwhere,havingbeenrurtin, it is now runningvery slowly andsmoothly.
Leadwasfitted in betweerthefront driversto thetop of the horn-guidesand
insidetheframesby thereardrivers. | alsofilled the bogieplatewith liquid lead
soakedn PVA to setit solid. Thewholechassisveighsin atonepound.

Work ontheboiler
andsmoke boxs
relativelystraight
forwardandparts
fitted reasonably
well.

Thebasicpartsare

shownherepart
assembled Theboilerwasprerolled andhaslocatinglugsto fit into the backof
thesmoke boxhatensurest is lined up correctly.
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Thechimneyis a

~ lovely brasscasting
butthedomeand
safetyvalvewere
very poorandwere
replacedwith better
quality items.

buttherearemany
smallpartsstill to befitted. Washoutplugs,lubricatorsandmorepipes. This
requiredobtainingmorecastingdrom the Shedmasterange nhow underthe
bannerof Laurie
Griffin, whois to be
commendedor his
very fastresponse
for parts. | posted
my orderoff to get
thepostona
Sundayandgot
themthefollowing
Tuesdaymorning,
excellentservice.

Thefollowing threepicturesshewsomeof thedetailthatwasnecessaryo make
this engine'comealive'.

i




© Raymond Walley. All rights reserved.

.........

——

- Some parts had to be made, others rernade
the guard irons for instance were far too
flimsy. Where possible | used brass castings
from Laurie Griffin but in a few cases had to
modify odd casting to hand because there were no
commercial items availablelThe cab fittings are a
compromise between an excellent picture of the
preserved example and the set of parts from Laurie
{l(Shedmaster).

fragile.
Constructionis | #
. traditional with anfis
1 inner box over
which are soldere
the overlays.

| ,Forming the
curves was not
- easy and the mitre
}/ joints at the rear
** proved very
difficult. In the
end,(l tried solder and plastic steel) one of them
was reconstructed using Araldite and sanded to shape.

These shots illustrate how poorly the parts fittedy@dgdeal more filling will
be required than | have used so far.
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| have never used so much Squadron white putty before. There are two more

parts still to fit, the brake and water scoop standards. They had not arrived when

the pictures were taken.

= ~ 'The cal rail etches were used but

half round wire (Eileen's
Emporium) was carefully

)soldered over them first. On

j reflection, it may have been easier

v« to make them from scratch. The

«® chassis was modified to

. % compensate it. Nothing difficult

- .

or out of the ordinar.

Pick-up is by the "American" method and this pict
illustrates how the coupling between engine and
tender is arranged. A paxolirawbarand an
insulatedwire-connectingender and engine. The
wire terminates in the blue plug, which fits onto a
prong soldered to the tender.

Despite the blood (yes really!) sweat and near terlsed engine looks
quite good and | am happy with the end result.

This weekend (3l February)jt will get a chance to be teesl on Horton Regis
during the Epsom club's open weekend before being sent off to Liverpool to be
painted.
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| suspect that this kit when supplied by Four Track will be far superitre

........

example | built and so should be easier. Though it gave problems, it can be built
3 2 by anyone with experience of eazhkit

building and is very far from being the worst

kit | have built.

weekend (28 April)
be performing on the
owner's layout at the
Epsom &Ewell
show.
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Finally ready for the road wi crew (from "Heroes of the Footplate), coal and
glang. .
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This enginewascommissionedor ChrisRobertson'$ayout"Staindrop”. Here
it is duringits maidenoutingatthe Epsom& Ewell MRC'sannualshowon 29
30 April.



