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LSWR G6 Class0-2-0- No: 217

Manufacturedy ConnoisseuModels33 GrampianRoad, STOURBRIDGE,DY8
4AUE Tel: 01384371418 http://www.jimmcgeown.com/

G6 posingin theyardon HortonRegis.
TR e - Shewingoff its hauing powerattheBo'ness
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Sometime ago,onawhim, | boughtthe Connoisseukit for the G6. What,| hear
you say,is adyedin-thewool GreatWesternfanaticgoingto do with that? Well, my
localc | u(Eps@n& Ewell MRC) awardwinning, 0 Gaugeayoutis basedna
mighthavebeenplacecalledHortonRegis Modelledon PlymouthFriaryit is
totally LSWR circal191Q Shuntingtheyardis, | find, a pleasantvayto spendafew
hoursandsowhy not havemy own engineto shuntit with? It gavemean
opportunityalsoto try outoneof Jim'slocomotivekits.

Thekit itself is, astheinstructionsclearly state basicanddesignedor the modeller
with someskill and thethe possibilityto upgradeusingscratchbuilding andbought
in castings | hadintendedto useAGH castingdor thewheelsandmakeit entirely
sprungwith Laurie Griffin's milled hornguides However thelayoutwasdueto go
to ashowin themiddle of Marchandl thoughtit mightbeniceto build something
for myselffor achange Thefactthatl haveabouta monthto getit completeds but
asmalldetail (I startedt onthe 10 February!).

| decidedto usecompensationvith Four Trackhornguidesontwo axles,Slaer's
wheels the ABC gearboxandmotor| hadalreadylaid by andalargepile of
Shedmastecastingsto which wereaddedfurthercastinggnow of coursefrom
Laurie Griffin). Theinstructionssuggesthatthe motorbefitted to the centreaxle
Naturaly, thatwould notdo for me,it is difficult to compensatéke that | modified
it sothattherearaxlewasfixed with the motor/gearboxattachedandthefront two
axlescompensatedThe ABC gearboXits it nicely.

This requiredsomemaodificationsto the frames the additionof anothermair of holes
for plungerpick-upssinceonly the front andrearmountingholescomereadyetched,
plusa pair of holesfor the compensatiotheampivot andcuttingout rectangulaholes
for thehornguides This pictureillustrateswhatis requiredandwhereextraholes
weredrilled.

Theframesareof the
fold-up variety,of which |
amnotafansincel usea
jig to setup theframes
andthis makest more
difficult. | considered
cuttingtheframesup and
fitting them asseparate
itemsbut decidedo stick with the fold-upsto savethetime neededo makenew
spacers.
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Becausehe motorhasbeenmoved,sotoo musttheframespacerandthis allowed
meto putonein the centreof theframeswhich gaveit alittle more rigidity. Fitting
thehornguidesandcompensatiopresentecho problemsandthefollowing three

Thewheels motorandrodswerethenfitted andtestedouton therolling road It
workedfirst time andsol left it runningfor a coupleof hoursin eachdirectionto run
in thebearings.

Therodsassuppliedaredesignedo besolid. Not agoodideawith compensatioso
| modifiedthemto bejointedasperthe prototypeby cutting thefirst andthird
laminateon onesideof thejoint, andthe secondaminateon the otherside They
werethensolderedup while heldin thevice with pegsin theholes | usedlots of
flux, 179degree2% silver solderwire andaniron, atool | usevery rarelybutfor
thisjob

; & m. essential.This
' - picture

illustratesthe
method;all

_ °t-g-4—q—$ theyneednow

areacoupleof
10BA steel
_ M nutsandbolts
to makethe
e s - ] ot
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Thebrakegearis well thoughtout, simpleto fit andthe brakeblockscanbe setvery
closeto thewheels | usednickel silver 1.3mmrod for the supportsasthatfitted the
etchedholeswell andmadea betterjoint. Sandinggearattherearusescastboxes
solderedo theframes thefront pipeswerefitted into suitableholesdrilled in the
frames At eachendof theframes,| built boxesusingplasticard fitted sometubeto
maintaina passagéor the holdingboltsandpouredin liquid leadanddilute PVA. It
givesagooddealof ballastiow downwhereit is needed However,it wasall
removael laterafterthedisastewith the PrairieTank

All the partsfor the chassiszompleteandreadyfor re-assembly All thatremainss
to changethe pivot boltsin therodsfor somesteell0BA bolts. Onceit wasall put
backtogethemoretestingtook placeontherolling roadand,later,attheclubona
testtrack It wasthenthatsomeongointedoutthewheelsshouldhavebeenpainted
green!
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Now a startwasmadeon thefootplateandbody. All the partsfit well andappear
accurate.

Thefootplatewasstrengthenetbehindthe valancesvith somelxlmmbrassstock,
~leavingspacedor

~ thetabsthathold

~ aa thecabtocome

through.
Herearetheparts
partially
assembledor the
cab,tanks,boiler
(which comes
readyrolled) and
smokebox. Thebeadingroundthecabentrancesndalongthetop of thetankswas
fitted while in theflat.

Thereis no provisionin thekit for acab
“linterior soit is necessaryo scratch
<Duild. First,aplatewasfitted to extend
 thecabfront to thefloor, leavinga
“suitablegapfor
thewheels.

Extensiondor
thewatertanks
werefabricatedandfitted, afterensuringtheinsideface
clearedthe wheels.

backdownto thefloor andsandboxes
fabricatedandfitted. This pictureshewsthe
insideof thecablookingto therear The
sharpeyedamongwill noticel forgotto put
in acoaholesothefireman hasatoughjob to
do.
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Next, it will needa raisedfloor.

However,in themeantimemuchof the
remainderof the superstructurgvas
completed Thedomeprovedbothersome
andtook alongtimeto getto fit correctlybut
4 all theotherbits andpieceswhethermartof
theoriginal kit or boughtin additions fitted
well.

~ Here,mostof thebodyis completeandthe
opportunitywastakento runit onaHorton
Regisoperatingandimprovementay. It

performedwell butrequiresalittle moreballastto be ableto copewith theweightof
someof thevenhiclesit will berequiredto shunt.

Herethe smokebox has
beencompletedfitted and
thebackring solderecdon.
Thebackring startedife as
alengthof Immsquarerod
whichwasheldin agroove
in sometimbersothatthe
cornerwasuppermosand
- thenfiled to around
section It wasthen
annealecandbentround
somebrassrod of lesser
diameterthanthatof the
boiler. After slidingit onto
theboiler, thesmokebox

Y et S

wassolderedn place
However this
requiredsomebrass
rod of suitable
diameterto be passec
throughthesmoke
box to line up with
thehalf holein the
boiler front. This
ensuredhattheboiler
andsmokebox aresolderedparallel Thering canthenbesolderedn place Not
easybutdoable
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Thestepsneededstrengtheningvith some0.7mmwire behindthem Thekit hasa
choiceof castwhite metalandetchedfront wheelsplashers | chose(naturally)the
etchedversionsincethe pictureof theenginel ambuilding hassquaregrontsand no
beadingwhile the castversionhasroundedrontsandbeading The sandboxtops

: » andoperatinginks arecastings
from Laurie Griffin.

Finishingoff took longerthan
expectedecause hadforgotten
to checkfor thingslike a
reversingever. Fortunately,l
hadonevery closeto the
drawing'sshapan thespares
box. Thereis agreatdealto
build for thecabascanbeseen
in thesetwo pictures The
etcheddimplesin the cabfront
andbackarewherethe
ventilationholeswould go but
this engire seemaotto have

. hadthemor the curiouscurved
handrailon theoutsideattheback However,if someon&nowsdifferentlythen
pleasdet meknowandl canstill correctit.

Thebackheadis heldin with bluetack sothe paintercangetto it moreeasily The
floor hadto befabricatedafterthe cabwashbuilt, it oughtto havebeenthoughtof
before,thejob would havebeeneasierandmoreaccurate Thereversingeveris not
quiteright butwhatcanbe seenthroughthe cabsidelooks OK. Thecabinetonthe
backwall wasfabricatedirom solid brassandthenstuckon with Loctite 480. | had
intendedo leavethe handrailsoff until afterpainting However,the problemss
fitting them- in severalpartsroundthe boiler - would haveputthe pairt job atrisk so
theywill havecarefullyto becleanedvhenit comesbackfrom lan'spaintshop.
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Thesepicturesshewthe completedenginein my privatesidingreadyto go for lan's
ministrations.
ESESE T

It hasbeena satisfyingbuild, completed
onthe5 March,solessthanamonth
Thebasicengineis very easyto build
with alittle care Theextrasto makeit
into amoredetailedmodelwerenot
difficult andshouldnotbe beyondthe ability of anyonewith someexperiencef
etchedkits construction.

Herearesomepicturesof the,largely, completedengineon Horton Regis It still
needdo havethe paintsurfacetoneddownbecausét is too shinyandthereis no coal
in thebunker However,it doesgive someideaof whatthefinishedmodelwill look
like.
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AFTERWORD

Oneof the problemsof building to deadlines whetherselfimposedor otherwise- is
theeverpresentangerof somethinghotgoingright. Well thislittle enginewasno
exceptionto thatrule. Thoughit ran nicely on straightishtrack,on someof the
curvesit occasionallyshortedout Thisturnedoutto bedueto wheelstouchingthe
brakerodding (Moral?testit outon somecurvesbeforecompletion,notjusta
rolling road) This necessitatethkingthe chassisapart,strippingthe paintfrom the
frames repositioningtherodsbehindthe springs repaintingandreassembling Ah
well, we learnoneway or another.



